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Department of State,

Washington, D.C., October 20, 1971.



Robert Morris, Esq.,
Rice & Rice,
Mercantille Dallas Building, Dallas, Tex.

Dear Mr. Morris: Secretary Rogers has asked me[Robert 15tarr] to reply to your letter [Rovert

Morris] of September 28, 1971, concerning the claim of Grace Hsu to ownership of the
Tiaoyutai, Huang Wei Yu, and Chih Yu islands. We assume that you that by “Huang Wei

Yu”and “Chih Yu”, you refer to Huang-wei—chiao and Chih—wei—chiao, two islets in the
Tiao—yu—tai group. The Japanese names for these two islands are respectively Kobi—sho and

Sekibi—sho, and the entire group is known in Japanese as the Senkaku Islands.

Under Article III of the 1951 Treaty of Peace with Japan, the United States acquired

administrative rights over “Nansei Shoto” south of 29 degrees north latitude. This term was

understood by the United States and Japan to include the Senkaku Islands, which were under

Japanese administration at the end of the Second World War and which are not otherwise

specifically referred to in the Peace Treaty.

In accordance with understandings reached by President Nixon and Prime Minister Sato

of Japan in 1969, the United States is expected to return to Japan in 1972 the administrative

rights to Nansei Shoto which the United States continues to exercise under the Peace

Treaty. A detailed agreement to this effect, on the terms and conditions for the reversion of

the Ryukyu Islands, including the Senkakus, was signed on June 17, 1971, and has been

transmitted to the Senate dor its advice and consent to ratification.

The Government of the Republic of China and Japan are in disagreement as to

sovereignty over the Senkaku Islands. You should know as well that the People’ s Republic of

China has also claimed sovereignty over the islands. The United States believes that a return

of administrative rights over those islands to Japan, from which the rights were received, can

in no way predudice any underlying claims. The United States cannot add to the legal rights

Japan possessed before it transferred administration of the islands to us, nor can the United
States, by giving back what it received, diminish the rights of other claimants. The United

States has made no claim to the Senkaku Islands and considers that any conflicting claims to

the islands are a matter for rsolution by the parties concemed.

[ hope that this information is helpful to you. If I can be of any further assistance, please do

not hesitate to let me know.



Sincerely yours,

Robert I Starr,
Acting Assistant Legal Adviser

for East Asian and Pacific afaairs.
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